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Dear Township of Franklin Public Schools Community,

Fall has arrived and we have almost completed the first month of our “new” school year.  Students, staff,
and parents have settled into routines and the classroom instruction is going very well.    As promised,
we are striving to provide you with up to date information to keep you informed.

DISTRICT SCHEDULE REMINDER FOR OCTOBER
A friendly reminder that the district will be closed on Monday, October 11th in observance of Columbus
Day.

Monday, October 11th……………………  District Closed

COVID-19 DISTRICT UPDATE
To date, the Township of Franklin Public School District has experienced a total of 10 positive COVID-19
cases since September 1, 2021.  In efforts to keep the community up to date and informed, a COVID-19
Case Tracker link is on the  main page of the district website.  The COVID tracker provides up to date
totals of positive COVID cases within the schools, along with the number of current active cases.  It is
important to remember that just because a case may be considered “active”, doesn’t automatically
mean there was potential exposure at school.

NJDOH COVID ACTIVITY REPORT
The New Jersey Department of Health releases a COVID Activity Report each week that identifies the
current COVID Activity levels for each of the 6 regions in New Jersey.  School districts across the state use
this report to monitor activity levels, but also to determine the length of quarantine in the case of
exposure. The most recent report has the Southwest Region (which includes Gloucester County) in the
HIGH range. It is important to note, the high level rating comes with a 14-day quarantine requirement,
as compared to a 10-day quarantine when the region was in the low or moderate range.  Additionally, a
negative COVID-19 test result does not allow them to return early.  We kindly ask for your patience and
understanding when dealing with contract tracing and/or a possible quarantine.  Parents are encouraged
to closely monitor the NJDOH Covid Activity Reports.

http://www.franklintwpschools.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IptMam1283PdaBUETAbuuQW0CEqhR1PWlPpsazxq8M4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IptMam1283PdaBUETAbuuQW0CEqhR1PWlPpsazxq8M4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/


KEEPING CHILDREN HOME WHEN SICK OR DUE TO POSSIBLE EXPOSURE
We are strongly encouraging parents to keep their children home from school if they are feeling ill or are
displaying any symptoms related to COVID-19.   Unfortunately, we have had quite a few students that
have been immediately sent home from school due to not feeling well.  Additionally, if someone in your
household has COVID-19 symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 and your child may have been
exposed, we are asking you to keep your child home. We need your help to keep everyone safe and in
school. Feel free to contact the school nurse if you have any questions regarding possible exposure or
sending your child to school.

Caroline L. Reutter Nurse- Mrs. Orysia Zorzi at ozorzi@franklintwpschools.org

Main Road Nurse- Mrs. Lorraine Kiger at lkiger@franklintwpschools.org

Mary F. Janvier Nurse- Mrs. Kellene Helmer at khelmer@franklintwpschools.org
(Mrs. Jessica Swanfeld at jswanfeld@franklintwpschools.org after 10/4/21)

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMUNITY SURVEY-FINAL REMINDER
The Township of Franklin Public School District has relaunched a strategic planning initiative that
engages employees, parents, students, community members, business owners, and government
leaders in the future planning of our school system.  Prior to the pandemic, individual interviews with
Board of Education members and district administration, along with focus group discussions were held
with a variety of information gathered.  This survey is similar to the initial survey offered in February
2020.  The intention of this relaunch survey is to compare the results of the pre-pandemic survey to the
post-pandemic survey.  The district is currently working with W. H. Adams and Associates to compile all
of the great ideas into a formalized plan.  We would like to give everyone an opportunity for input.
Please use the link below to access the survey or visit the district website www.franklintwpschools.org.
The survey will close at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, September 29, 2021.

Access the Community Survey Here-Community Survey

NJDOH COVID-19 VACCINATION APPOINTMENT FINDER
The NJDOH has created a website to assist community members with finding an appointment to receive
the COVID-19 vaccination. NJDOH Vaccination Appointment Finder

NEW JERSEY SCHOOL DISTRICTS STAFF VACCINATION REQUIREMENT
As you are aware, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order 253 that requires all employees in a K-12
school setting to be vaccinated for COVID-19 by October 18, 2021 or be subject to weekly COVID-19
testing.   I am happy to report that we currently have 80% of our staff that are either fully or partially
vaccinated and another 4% of staff members with the intention of being vaccinated by the October 18th

deadline.

mailto:ozorzi@franklintwpschools.org
mailto:lkiger@franklintwpschools.org
mailto:khelmer@franklintwpschools.org
mailto:jswanfeld@franklintwpschools.org
http://www.franklintwpschools.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FTPSSurvey
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/finder


Please be assured that our school district is here to support our students and the school community.
Our faculty and staff are working hard to try and make schooling as normal as possible.  Please let us
know how we can be of any assistance.  Stay safe.

Yours in education,

Mr. Troy Walton
Superintendent of Schools


